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Background 

Emergency responder agencies can acquire specialized commercial equipment 
through a direct transfer program administered by the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS) Preparedness Directorate’s Office of Grants and Training 
(G&T). The Commercial Equipment Direct Assistance Program (CEDAP) transfers 
technologies directly to smaller jurisdictions and eligible metropolitan areas.  

Terrorism Threats in Smaller Jurisdictions 

Law enforcement agencies and other emergency responder agencies are eligible to 
receive selected equipment items and systems, together with training assistance. 
Targets such as pipelines and nuclear power plants are often located in smaller 
jurisdictions. Suburban and smaller agencies often serve as the support and 
safety net for their larger neighboring cities. Through mutual aid and task 
force operations, smaller agencies also play a vital role in nearby urban areas. 
One of the central goals of CEDAP is to assist smaller jurisdictions that cannot 
otherwise afford to purchase state-of-the-art equipment for their roles in these 
important homeland security missions. Since its inception, DHS has stressed 
regional response, mutual aid, and the need for equipment interoperability, a 
vital component of any response anywhere in the United States. CEDAP 
successfully builds on this philosophy. 

Law enforcement agencies and other emergency responder agencies working in task 
forces are eligible to receive selected equipment items and systems, together 
with training assistance. Agencies can request equipment for communications 
interoperability, information sharing, and chemical detection, as well as sensor 
devices and personal protective equipment.  

Program Requirements 

CEDAP technologies are provided primarily to smaller agencies and departments, 
entities that are not part of an identified UASI. These agencies and departments 
have to show they have not been able to acquire this equipment through other 
sources. Receipt of equipment under the FY 2006 CEDAP is contingent upon the 
submission and approval of the online CEDAP application through the Responder 
Knowledge Base (RKB). Established and funded by G&T, the RKB is a Web-based 
information tool for first responders. RKB is operated by the National Memorial 
Institute for the Prevention of Terrorism (MIPT) on behalf of G&T.  

Applicants can submit their equipment requests using the RKB, and they will find 
all of the information they need at www.rkb.mipt.org.  

CEDAP applications are reviewed by subject matter experts. Agencies and 
departments may request only one device in their application.  
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State Administrative Agencies (SAAs) for DHS G&T programs will be asked for 
their input on applications submitted within their States. The SAA will play a 
vital role during the review process by ensuring that the requested technologies 
are consistent with the State strategy.  

CEDAP Equipment 

The CEDAP program offers equipment and equipment training in the following 
categories: Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), rescue tools, detection and 
sensor devices, law enforcement information sharing software, risk assessment 
software and communications interoperability systems. The equipment available 
through this program is proven, reliable equipment from a variety of sources. 
Equipment will be added to the catalog periodically.  

Applicants may select one item in the CEDAP technology list and should refer to 
the online CEDAP Equipment Catalog for more information about these items. 

Prospective applicants should check the Web site to determine if they meet the 
eligibility criteria, download and study the application with their colleagues, 
and ask questions or seek guidance from CSID at 1-800-368-6498. Applicants should 
review the instructions thoroughly before submitting an application.  

Training 

Training and technical assistance are provided at the time technologies are 
delivered and transferred under the program. Representatives from the successful 
applicant agencies, departments, or jurisdictions must complete the training. 
The mandatory training will confirm that the systems and devices will be 
utilized fully and correctly. 

CEDAP will include several types of training: 

1) The majority of applicant agencies will receive individual devices and 
will be invited to receive classroom instruction at the regional training and 
delivery conferences. 

2) Those agencies scheduled to receive more complex systems will receive on-
site training at their respective agency locations. 

3) Online training will be provided for some equipment. 

Evaluation 

CEDAP equipment recipients must agree to participate in several follow-up 
evaluations and reports. Semi-annual impact evaluations to ascertain the level 
of use and applicability of the equipment transferred will be conducted. In 
addition, these reviews and evaluations will request user feedback to identify 
best practices and lessons about the CEDAP process, all of which will help to 
improve the CEDAP program, the process it uses, and equipment offerings. 
 
For Additional Information 
Questions about the CEDAP program should be directed to the Centralized 
Information and Scheduling Desk (CSID) at 1-800-368-6498.  


